
Hansen ClarkeHansen Clarke
State Senator • 1st District 

Capitol OutlookCapitol Outlook

Dear Constituent:

The first half of this legislative year has been challenging due to
budget matters. I am committed to fixing our state’s financial
situation in a way that invests in our future, keeps college tuitions
reasonable, and protects vital state services like healthcare, road
work and public safety. As I look toward the challenges and
opportunities that lie ahead, please remember that the well-being
of the people I represent is always my first priority.  

That is why I continue to work on issues that directly affect you. 
I remain committed to fighting for fair and equitable mortgages
for all citizens, including addressing the severe increase in home
foreclosures that we are currently experiencing. I continue to stand by my colleagues and stand up for Detroit in the fight for
balanced, unbiased and affordable auto insurance rates. And I will not cease in my crusade to end hate in every corner of the
world, from efforts to end the genocide in Darfur to legislation closer to home that would protect Michigan citizens from hate
crimes.   

I remain motivated and encouraged by your support as I continue to work to protect the health, safety and quality of life for
each and every one of you. And I hope you will continue to share your concerns and ideas as we work together to move
Michigan and Detroit forward.

Sincerely,

Hansen Clarke • State Senator
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Free Publications Available
Clip this form and check the box next to the publication(s) you wish to receive. Fill in your name and address in the space
provided and return this entire form to: State Senator Hansen Clarke, P.O. Box 30036, Lansing, MI 48909-7536.

Your Opinion Matters
As your State Senator, I would like to know what issues are important to you. Please complete this form with any ideas,
suggestions or concerns you may have so I can better serve you.
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Name___________________________________ Address____________________________________________________

City__________________________ State______ Zip Code___________ Phone (         ) ____________________________

My e-mail address is__________________________________________________________________________________

❏ A Citizen’s Guide to State Government

❏ Changes and Choices: Legal Rights of Senior Adults

❏ Planning for Your Peace of Mind:
A Guide to Medical and Legal Decisions

❏ Tenants and Landlords: A Practical Guide

❏ Veterans Benefits and Services

❏ Getting to Know Michigan: A Coloring Book

❏ Services for Seniors:
Laws and Programs for Senior Adults



We are all aware of the
dangers that events like fire,

wind, and rainstorms can pose to our
homes, and we take many safety
measures to protect against those
events. But there is a new danger
lurking these days in Michigan, a
threat that could cause you to lose
your home entirely. These dangers
come in the form of mortgage fraud
or mortgage debt elimination
schemes.

In May 2007, Michigan ranked
eighth in the nation in home
foreclosures. And there are many
unscrupulous vendors whose
schemes could leave you
without a home and cost
you thousands of
dollars. Here are
some tips you
can follow to
protect against
such scams:

• Be aware of 
e-mails or on-line
advertisements that promote the
elimination of mortgage loans,
credit card and other debts,
especially if they request up-front
fees. Borrowers often end up
paying thousands of dollars
without seeing any debt reduction.

• Watch for scammers who mislead
homeowners into believing they
can save their homes in exchange
for a transfer of the deed, usually
in the form of a quit-claim deed,
along with large upfront fees.
The perpetrator profits by 
re-mortgaging the property or 
by pocketing the fees without
preventing the foreclosure. The
victim suffers the loss of the
property as well as the fees.

• Always be wary of offers to
“save” homeowners at risk of
defaulting on loans or whose
houses are already in foreclosure.
It’s important that you understand
that there is no magic cure-all
that will eliminate all your debts. 

If you are a potential home buyer,
there are also precautions to take
before you purchase:

• Research prices of comparable
homes and tax assessments to
verify the value of the property.

Also review the title history to
determine if the property has been
sold multiple times in a brief
period (“flipped”), which would
cause the property to be falsely
inflated.

• Shop for a lender and compare
costs. Beware of unsolicited high-
pressure sales techniques. Don’t
let anyone convince you to take

on a loan that you
cannot afford to repay.  

• Never allow anyone
to convince you to
make a false
statement on a
mortgage application
(i.e., inflating your
income, misstating
the source of your
down payment, or
exaggerating the
length of your
employment.)  

• NEVER sign a blank document!

• Read all documents carefully and
have an outside source review
them if you do not understand all
the terms and conditions.  

• Be sure that all of your personal
information is accurate.

If you are in jeopardy of defaulting
on a loan or mortgage, be sure to
seek out a qualified credit counselor
to help. Housing counseling
agencies can offer expertise on
buying, renting, defaults,
foreclosures, and reverse mortgages.
From the Attorney General’s Office
of Consumer Protection to the free
services of Legal Aid agencies,
there are many resources available.  

If the deal you’re offered sounds too
good to be true, it probably is.
Your house is likely your biggest
lifetime financial investment. A few
extra hours of precaution and
research can save you thousands of
dollars, months of worry and,
ultimately, your home.

Protecting Against
Predatory Lenders

According to a recent National
Community Reinvestment

Coalition (NCRC) survey, the
Detroit metropolitan area ranks
fifth-worst in the country in high-
cost refinancing for minorities,
women and low-income groups.
Here are some things to look for
when seeking a loan:

Excessive Fees –
Predatory lenders often sell
consumers unnecessary or
expensive additional coverages
like credit life insurance, credit
disability insurance or
unemployment insurance.
Lenders automatically include
these coverages without the
borrower’s approval, then try to
delay a loan closing if the
borrower tries to decline the
coverage.

High Interest Rates –
Predatory lenders charge interest
rates up to 20% because subprime
borrowers with limited resources
are often willing to pay for credit
at any price.

Prepayment Penalties –
Lenders use prepayment penalties
to discourage borrowers from
refinancing, locking them into
high interest rate mortgages for
the lifetime of the mortgage.

Incomplete Disclosure 
and Fraud –
Lenders structure closings so that
borrowers have no opportunity to
ask questions and threaten to
delay the closing if the borrower
challenges the terms.

Helpful Agencies and Numbers:
Housing Counseling Agency: 1-800-569-4287
Michigan Legal Services: 313-964-4130
United Community Housing Coalition: 313-963-3310

✆

Protecting Your Home From 
Financial Disaster



Senior Information
Alzheimer’s and Related Disorders Center ..............................1-800-272-3900
American Cancer Society ..........................................................1-800-227-2345
American Council for the Blind................................................1-800-424-8666
American Diabetes Association ................................................1-800-232-3472
American Parkinson’s Disease Association..............................1-800-223-2732
Michigan Dental Association ....................................................1-800-589-2632
Detroit Area Agency on Aging ..................................................(313) 446-4444
Hospice ........................................................................................1-800-331-1620
Meals on Wheels ........................................................................(313) 446-4444
Nursing Home/Long-Term Care ..............................................1-800-292-7852
Social Security..........................................................................1-800-772-1213
Senior Citizens Abuse Help Line 

(nursing home complaints) ..................................................1-800-833-9548
Senior Citizens Information and Assistance Services ..............(313) 224-5444

Toll-Free Consumer Hotlines

AIDS Hotline............................................................................1-800-872-2437
Arson Control Tip Hotline..........................................................1-800-442-7766
Cancer Information....................................................................1-800-422-6237
Child Abuse Help Line/Parent Helpline....................................1-800-942-4357
Drug Abuse Hotline ....................................................................1-800-276-6818
Energy Hotline ............................................................................1-800-292-5650
Housing Discrimination..............................................................1-800-669-9777
Internal Revenue Service..........................................................1-800-829-1040
Shelter Hotline..........................................................................1-800-274-3583 

Legal Services

Free Legal Aid Clinic................................................................(313) 964-4111
Public Defenders ..........................................................................(313) 965-4384
Juvenile Defenders ....................................................................(313) 967-9142
Lawyers Referral Service ..........................................................(313) 961-3545
Legal Aid Advisors ......................................................................(313) 964-4111

Detroit
Mayor Kwame M. Kilpatrick....................................................(313) 224-3400
Detroit City Council ..................................................................(313) 224-3443
Detroit City Clerk......................................................................(313) 224-3270
Detroit Neighborhood City Halls ..............................................(313) 224-3450

City Departments

City Services Call Center ..................................................................................311
Water and Sewerage Department ..............................................(313) 267-7401
Consumer Complaints..................................................................(313) 224-6995
Department of Human Services ................................................(313) 852-5609
Department of Public Works ......................................................(313) 224-3901
Department of Transportation ....................................................(313) 933-1300
Income Tax Division....................................................................(313) 224-3315
Housing Commission ................................................................(313) 877-8000
Fire Department (non-emergency) ............................................(313) 596-2900
Detroit Workforce Development ................................................(313) 876-0674
Public Lighting..........................................................................(313) 224-0500
Recreation..................................................................................(313) 224-1100
Senior Citizens............................................................................(313) 224-1000

Michigan Prisoner Re-Entry Initiative (MPRI)

MPRI United Way........................................................................(313) 226-9200
MPRI Wayne County..................................................................(313) 456-4511
Jewish Vocational Services..........................................................(313) 833-8100
Goodwill Industries......................................................................(313) 964-3900

Ext.303

Sen. Hansen Clarke’s
Resource Directory

One-Stop
Shopping
at Long
Term Care
Connection
The Detroit-Wayne County Long

Term Care Connection is offering
a streamlined approach for people
seeking information, services or help
for aging and disabled Wayne County
residents. Information and assistance
specialists can provide information and
answer questions, and counselors can
discuss appropriate individualized
long-term care options and provide
referrals.

Among its many services, the
Long Term Care Connection can
provide long-term care planning kits;
caregiver support; nursing facility
transition; Medicaid long-term care
benefits and options; disability
support groups; and consumer rights
and responsibilities.

Call 1-866-MICH-LTC 
(1-866-642-4582) with your questions.

Saving 
For College
Over the summer, every public

university in the state of Michigan
voted to raise tuition rates for incoming
college freshmen – some by as much
as 21 percent.

As our state transitions into a 21st
Century economy, the need for an
educated workforce is greater than ever.

While these recent tuition hikes are
troubling – and a clear sign that swift
action is needed to close our structural
budget deficit – guaranteed tuition
programs like the Michigan Education
Trust (MET) and Michigan Education
Savings Program (MESP) can help
keep the cost of higher education
within reach for Michigan’s working
families. 

For more information on the MET
program, call 1-800-MET-4-KID or
visit: http://setwithmet.com.

For more information on MESP, be
sure to visit: http://www.misaves.com.
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Working for You !

State Senator Hansen
Working for You! CLARKECLARKE

$10 for a family. That is all it
costs for you to cover
your children with
great medical and
dental benefits. For
this low monthly
payment, you can:

• Take your children
to the doctor whenever
you need to

• Get all your children’s shots
• Make sure your children have

eye exams, glasses or contact
lenses

• Protect your children with
regular dental care

• Rest easy knowing medical
bills are covered
• Get your children’s drugs

without delay or worry
about their cost

• Know your children are
covered for emergencies

It’s all covered. There are no other
costs when you see your health
plan’s doctors. There are no
copays or deductibles.

Who Can Join?
MIChild is a program for children
of working families. Your children
may qualify if they:
• Are legal residents of Michigan
• Are under age 19
• Don’t have other health care

insurance
• Are not married

It is easy to apply
You can apply online at
michigan.gov/michild or call 
toll-free 1-888-988-6300.

Senator Clarke Announces Health
Insurance For Your Family at $10 a Month
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